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Iris Murdoch died
in the process 
of  forgetting
what she had written,
who she had loved,
why she was Iris,
Woman and Writer.
Before she died,
as the teacups stacked
up around her
like china memories,
jumbled and cracked
did she pick up
a book, her own,
from a dusty shelf
and wonder 
Who is Iris?
Did the words 
she had written 
call out to her 
in sadness
We are Iris!
You are Iris!
She kept fading,
disappearing,
then died, but
her words remain.
They whisper
This was Iris
Iris, she is here
Note:Iris Murdoch, Irish-English Writer b. 1919, d. 1999, suffered from Alzheimer’s disease.
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